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Conclusion 

TDs and Appeals Committees tend to have a strict judgment on actions by the non-
offending side. They do not succeed in imagining the problem the innocent side is 
confronted with. 

The laws allow the non-offending side to make errors – even big ones - without 
affecting the adjusted score to be awarded. 

One possibility is to accept that a serious error has been committed if it is not 
considered to be an option even by a few players of comparable strength. 

An erroneous consideration that a serious error has been committed would create 
damage which is not compensated by an adjusted score (subsequent damage: the 
difference between the expected result after the infraction and the actual result). 

We might adopt another principle, especially for the non-offending side in defence: if 
it is possible to compose a realistic opponent’s or partner’s hand, using the 
information available at that moment, with which actual play could be justified, the 
case should not be considered to constitute a serious error. 

 
 


